
This form has been designed by Charles Cowap.  © Charles Cowap 2019.  Private users and individuals may reproduce and use this form freely.  If any firms are interested in 
using or adapting it with their own logo for example, they are welcome to discuss their ideas.  No liability can be accepted for its use given the remoteness and variety of 
circumstances in which it may be used.  It is offered as a contribution to good and responsible rural land management. 
 

CONTROL OF WILD BIRDS 

CHECK LIST 

 

The purpose of this checklist is to assist land managers with a need to control wild birds in ensuring that they have considered all the non-lethal options as now required by 

the new General Licences being issued by Natural England, before resorting to shooting and lethal measures.  The checklist is  based on Natural England’s own publication, 

‘Wildlife Management Advice Note: Legal measures to resolve conflict with wild birds, WML GU01, April 2019’.  It is available from this link: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/798009/wml-gu01-legal-methods.pdf#page8  It should be read by 

anybody wishing to use this checklist, and shooters in particular should make sure they liaise with the land manager who has authorised them over its content. 

THE CHECKLIST 

This is set out to provide a prompt to the non-lethal measures which may be considered, leaving a space to confirm that they have been with a small space for any 

observations.  It may be useful to write a number in this space as a cross reference to a longer note in the clear space at the end. 

Legal method of control not requiring a licence Considered 
Y/N/NA 

Comment 

Have read and understood the relevant General Licence for this activity   

General requirements: 

• Monitor effects of existing measures 

• Vary approaches and timing 

• Make sure existing methods are being used in the right way 

  

Visual deterrence: 

• For example hang out old Compact Discs, disco glitter balls 

• Flashing lights 

• Reflective tape 

• Scarecrows (Orange Hi Viz a good choice of clothing) 

  

Audio deterrence: 

• Gas Cannon 

• Air horn or starter pistol 

• Metal ruler screwed to plywood to make twanging noise 

• Radio tuned to a talk station 

  

Human Disturbance and shooting to scare 

• Shouting, clapping and waving; timings varied; monitor presence of birds for best effect 

• Shooting to scare 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/798009/wml-gu01-legal-methods.pdf#page8
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Restricting/securing food supplies   

Modify loafing and roosting areas 

• Disturb loafing areas by human presence 

• Short sticks with tape twined between 

  

Habitat management 

• Remove old nests outside the breeding season (good for gulls) 

• Physical barriers and proofing 

• Sacrificial crops 

  

Public education 

• More relevant to urban problems, eg pigeon and gull feeding 

• But perhaps an opportunity to engage with local dog walkers and recreational walkers etc 

  

Specific advice for corvids 

• Game birds and poultry: exclusion and proofing 

• Game birds and poultry: habitat management 

• Good husbandry eg with regard to young and/or sickly pigs and lambs 

  

Specific advice for geese – includes shooting huntable species in the open season to maintain 
effectiveness of ‘shooting to scare’ out of season 

  

Pigeons and gulls 

• Proofing 

• Food sources 

• No guidance is provided with regard to the predation of young crops by pigeons 

  

 

A space for your own comments to expand on any of the points above: 

 


